CodersHQ AI/ML Chat
Highlights

The CodersHQ community chat (Jun—Jul 2025) was buzzing with tool
discoveries, tech advice, job leads, events, research news, deep
debates, and plenty of humor. Below is a thematic roundup of the key
takeaways:

Trending Al Tools and Platforms

GeoChat (MBZU Al) — An open-source geo-aware chat system
announced by Abdullah S (link to GitHub GeoChat). It drew
interest as a novel map-based conversation agent.

Anthropic Claude Code / Claude Desktop — Community
members raved about Anthropic’s Claude Code tool for inline
code debugging. Reem called it “highly recommended” for code
work, and Isham noted Claude Code “surpasses Cursor”
(another Al coding assistant). Multiple users reported that
Claude Code significantly improved their code refactoring.

Lightning.ai — Gaurav recommended Lightning.ai (formerly
Lightning) as a platform for scalable ML training. It came up as
a solution when discussing heavy LLM training (the group noted
Google Colab’s limitations due to credit caps). Lightning.ai’s
frameworks for distributed training (and Lightning Talks events)
were popular topics.

Google Gemini & Al Studio — Members tried out Google’s
Gemini (including the new CLI and Al Studio). Reactions were
mixed: some found Gemini’'s code assistance helpful, others


https://github.com/mbzuai-oryx/GeoChat
https://www.anthropic.com/claude-code
https://lightning.ai/

noted glitches (e.g. generating apps that failed). The Gemini
Agent interface for learning new programming languages was
praised. Several compared Gemini versus ChatGPT for various
tasks, noting Gemini’s generous free limits but saying it “falls
out of its comfort zone” sometimes.

OpenAl Tools (ChatGPT, Sora) — ChatGPT was a constant
reference — both as a benchmark and as a comic foil. One viral
meme recounted Atari Chess beating ChatGPT (highlighting the
limits of language models on visual/logic tasks). There was also
talk of OpenAl’s rumored video-gen model “Sora” (mentioned
alongside ByteDance’s ByteMax and Alibaba’s Hunyuan as
upcoming video-Al contenders).

Groqg — The Groq accelerator platform came up repeatedly.
Gaurav suggested using Groq for low-latency LLM inference,
and others praised Groqg’'s generous API tokens (helpful for
prompt experiments). Riva mentioned deploying LLMs via
Gradio + Groq on Hugging Face. Groq’s support for large LLMs
on-device (e.g. 70B LLaMA variants) was demonstrated in the
chat.

Model Serving and Local LLMs — Tools like Ollama (local LLM
hosting) and LangChain/Llamalndex popped up. Abdullah and
others discussed running LLaMA-family models locally, and
using quantized models (e.g. bge-large-en) for embeddings.
Nikhil gave a tip: try llama.cpp for CPU inference or use Ollama
for ease. Participants shared links to Ollama libraries (e.g.
Qwen 2.5, Jan-Nano 4B) and Qwen2.5’s emerging support.

Other Notables — Emerging tools were mentioned: Veo3 (video
diffusion), Stable Diffusion (image gen), 11Labs (voice),
Cursor/Windsurf (Al code editors), OpenRouter (local model
hub), and Lovable/Bolt (Al Ul builders for frontend) — though
some found those pricey or buggy. Overall, members
exchanged tips on new Al assistants, browser extensions



(Perplexity’s new browser), and benchmarks like GAIA (an Al
assistant benchmark) where “MyASI” was noted as top-ranked.

Technical Advice and ML Tips

GPU and LLM Sizing — A common query was how much GPU
is needed for modern models. For example, Abdullah S asked
what Al workloads an MSI Katana laptop (RTX 4070) can
handle. The advice: 8 GB VRAM can run ~7B-parameter LLMs
for inference (with tricks), but 12—16 GB is safer for larger
models. Gaurav suggested the 4070 Ti (16 GB) or even a 3060
(12 GB) if budget permits. He noted that models bigger than 7B
will need quantization (2-bit or INT8) on limited VRAM. Renting
on Vast.ai or using Groq was mentioned as a workaround.

Quantization and Performance — The group touched on
quantizing models for efficiency. Advice: use 2-bit or INT8
guantization to shrink large LLMs. Nikhil mentioned the LLaMA
2 and chat models in particular can fit into smaller GPUs when
quantized. Asad highlighted PyTorch tools (PyTorch3 and
PyTorch Foundations) for optimizing inference.

Vector DBs and RAG — For retrieval-augmented setups,
members discussed vector stores: any modern vector DB works
(Elasticsearch/OpenSearch was cited). Muneera and Hendrik
suggested OpenSearch or vector databases like
Pinecone/Hugging Face. Mohammad Yasser gave an example
using QLlama embeddings (quantized bge-large). Yazan also
asked about hardware sizing for RAG systems, noting the
importance of GPU + database capacity.

Debugging and Dev Tips — “Print debugging is still king,”
quipped Isham in a joking nod to traditional debugging over
fancy Al tools. Members reminisced about using Wireshark and


https://vast.ai/
https://huggingface.co/models?q=bge-large

system internals for network issues. Some specific advice: use
print() when stuck in messy codebases, and for front-end Al
help, tools like ChatGPT or Gemini can prototype dashboards
(though one noted frontend generators sometimes get “stuck in
loops”). A user recommended Groq’s generous tokens for trying
new prompts safely. Also, there was chatter about profiling
(Gaurav provided a megakernel article for faster LLM inference

).

Training and Frameworks — For training small models,
lightning.ai was suggested. Gaurav pointed to Lightning.ai for
distributed training sessions when Colab was out of credits.
Others noted that frameworks like PyTorch (Meta’s involvement,
vLLM) are evolving: Meta recently helped transition PyTorch to
the Linux Foundation. “Keep learning LangChain, Llamalndex
or similar,” Isham advised, highlighting the need to know
infrastructure (data pipelines, model monitoring) beyond just
LLM APIs.

Optimization and Scaling — On optimizing inference, Fazalullah
shared a Medium post about compiling LLMs into a single
“‘megakernel” for low-latency inference . Team members
exchanged thoughts on multiprocessor computing (DIMBA
models — see below) and hardware scaling. Yazan reminded
that designing an application requires estimating total compute
(including RAG retrieval) per user. Practical tip: consider server
vs on-device tradeoffs, and monitor your budgets (Azure GPU
credits vs local rigs).

Quantitative Tips — Users also covered niche tips: e.g., Mahbub
pointed to Grog’s recent Al article about its first compound Al
system. On embeddings, Yasser explained using quantized
BGE models (gllama/bge-large) to save RAM. For CV vs
resume design: Fouad advised tailoring one’s document to the
role (CVs are detailed, resumes concise). These came up in


https://lightning.ai/

broader chats about careers.

Jobs and Opportunities

e Job Leads and Links — The chat had many postings. Highlights
included:

o LLM/RAG job in Abu Dhabi (1-2 years experience,
10-15k AED + benefits) shared by Abdullah S.

o Alef Education is hiring (a LinkedIn post was shared by
Sabah).

o Xebia urgently needs a Platform Engineer (Abu
Dhabi/lndia) — email contact given.

o FSIF Student Fund: “Head of Technology” student
leadership role announced (the UAE Future Skills
Innovation Fund).

o Dubai startup hiring an Al Backend Engineer (remote,
5+ years exp, posted by Asad).

o Enala Hotels & Resorts posting: Technical
Developer/Programmer (smart hospitality tech).

o Halian (Deloitte Tech)**: Cloud Architect/Engineer
openings mentioned (Isham pointed this out, email to

apply).

e Career Advice — Seasoned members and guests offered
guidance. V and Bruno (visitors/mentors) emphasized
networking: “Don’t rely on LinkedIn only; real-life connections
help,” and advised treating clients’ problems as “the business”



not just tasks. They stressed passion, deep expertise, and
iterative CV improvements (Omar noted revamping his resume
multiple times paid off). Others suggested building a strong
GitHub portfolio or public demos (Al Tinkerers meetup required
showing code on GitHub).

e Interview Tips — The drama of job hunts came up humorously
(“server caught fire on day one!”). Fit advice: tech hiring is
“broken” (Hendrik), but referrals and personal messages can
cut through the 300+ applicant pile. Participants urged
beginners to showcase side projects and publicly available
code. Riva asked to see everyone’s portfolio links. Also noted:
many companies mistakenly inflate job listings (“JD is fake” was
joked), so interviewers sometimes lack technical know-how.

e Contracts & Internships — Some mentions of contract lengths:
e.g., a post about a 3—12 month remote tech contract in Dubai.
PSIF student activities (Brevan Howard mentorship) and demo
days were shared — these aren’t direct jobs but opportunities for
student developers. The community also reminded members to
join events (like coding bootcamps or hackathons) as they often
lead to recruitment pipelines.

Events and Community Engagements

e UAE Al Summer Camp 2025 (July 15—-Aug 15, 2025) — Isham
and others were rallying interest in this major region-wide event.
They encouraged members to apply as speakers or mentors. A
detailed LinkedIn invitation was posted (with a call for sessions,
hackathons, panels) . Over several posts, organizers shared
schedules (week-by-week PDFs) and logistics. Ayesha
Yasmeen filled a session-delivery form, and Isham checked on
updates. This was a persistent theme.



Al Tinkerers Dubai Meetup (June 28, BITS Pilani) — Announced
and heavily promoted. CSK and others shared the Al Tinkerers
Demo Day link. The community was excited: countdowns (“3
days to go!”) and post-event summaries (“learned a lot”).
Founders and volunteers thanked each other for organising.
The meetup had a hackathon vibe (one project was a parody
entry that won 2nd place), and many asked to meet more
members in future events.

Lighting Talks & Al Safety Sessions — On June 19, Dhivya Raj
gave a guest talk on security audits of Al systems (“Lightning
Talks: Security and Safety audits”). Isham welcomed her as a
speaker, and attendees gave applause. Mohamed Baathman
presented BrowseMate, a data annotation browser extension (it
just won a hackathon) and even opened slots for user feedback
calls (Calendly link shared). These lightning talks were free
mini-conferences (“Lightning Talks are usually free,” one noted,
unlike pricey full courses).

Meetups and Workshops — Besides the Al Tinkerers meetup,
other events included a MongoDB Data Agility workshop
(advertised on June 21 by Nai) and a community poll pitting an
AWS users meetup vs Al Tinkerers (members picked the latter).
A follow-up for an Aug meetup in Dubai was hinted at. Local
bootcamps (e.g. coding or cloud cert courses) were mentioned.
In short, the community was organizing both learning sessions
and networking events.

Competitions — While no formal contests were described in
detail, BrowseMate’s mention of winning 1st place in a regional
competition hints at a competitive spirit. Callouts for hackathon
demos and demo days suggest many members are actively
competing or demoing projects (the Dubai hackathon and
CodersHQ Al Hackathon got shoutouts).


https://dubai.aitinkerers.org/p/ai-tinkerers-dubai-meetup-june-2025-demo-day
https://dubai.aitinkerers.org/p/ai-tinkerers-dubai-meetup-june-2025-demo-day

Community Growth — Many newcomers joined (often via invite
links). Every new joiner was welcomed enthusiastically
(“Welcome to the best Al community in the world!” Isham wrote
multiple times). The chat also reminded everyone to follow
event pages and connect on LinkedIn. One viral moment was
the poke: “Sleeping members, your opportunity is here!”
encouraging lurkers to volunteer for sessions.

Research and News Highlights

Futurism: Atari vs ChatGPT — A viral story circulated about an
Atari 2600 chess program beating ChatGPT. Zeeshan shared
the Futurism article with amusement (“Chalk one up for retro
resilience” ). It sparked discussion of Al limitations vs
brute-force.

NYT vs OpenAl Legal Docs — Gaurav posted a link to the NYT’s
legal preservation order PDF, reflecting the OpenAl’s ongoing
litigation. The community noted it as part of big tech news.

Fei-Fei Li’s “World Model” — Nikhil Kapila cheered that “World
models are the next frontier &” and said he’s “rooting for
Fei-Fei Li.” This likely refers to Stanford’s attempt at a general
world-modeling approach. Meta’s VJepa (Video Joint
Embedding Predicting Actions) was also shared (Gaurav linked
ai.meta.com/vjepa). Members saw these as exciting new model
paradigms.

Anthropic and Al Agents — Isham teased Anthropic’s Agent
systems (mentioning an Agent article and a generated blog in 2
minutes). Reem’s link to Claude Code
(anthropic.com/claude-code) was both a tool tip and a news
item. Claude’s rapid OCR gains (“Claude 4 got best OCR”)
were noted as a breakthrough. The community is watching


https://futurism.com/atari-beats-chatgpt-
https://cdn.arstechnica.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/NYT-v-OpenAI-Preservation-Order-5-13-25.pdf
https://cdn.arstechnica.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/NYT-v-OpenAI-Preservation-Order-5-13-25.pdf

Anthropic’s developments.

Apple’s Al Rumors — A brief debate: Isham said the “Apple
paper” hype should stop. Others dubbed Apple’s plan “Liquid
Glass “*” (Abdullah). They’re referencing leaked rumors of
Apple’s generative Al (codenamed “GLASS”). The group
seemed tired of speculative Apple news, preferring more

concrete tech to discuss.

Academic and Whitepapers — Several recent papers were
shared:

o An MIT Media Lab preprint “Your Brain on ChatGPT”
(not peer-reviewed yet) went around via Fazalullah. He
warned it's “making the rounds” as a cautionary

neuroscience study.

o A new LM architecture “DIMBA: Diffusion-Mamba
Hybrid” was announced in the chat. Faris Allafi (a
member) said he published it on ResearchHub , and
others congratulated him. Members gave advice on
making the paper results more robust.

o Someone shared the arXiv:2505.12540 paper; Zeeshan
noted it likely combined Veo3 (a video model), 11Labs
(voice), and Stable Diffusion (images) for a demo.

o SciArena: Fazalullah posted a McKinsey link on Al in
science, indicating growing interest in Al benchmarks
(like SciArena).

o GAIA Benchmark: LinkedIn posts and chat (N3H@N)
showed a new GAIA leader board where “MyASI”
ranked #1. GAIA (General Al Assistant) is a 24-page
benchmark PDF shared by Abdullah.


https://arxiv.org/abs/2505.12540

o Meta’s Al Advances: The group noted Meta’s new
“Superintelligence Labs” (Mohamed Yasser mentioned
this reorganizing, and Hanzalah posted an image from
Al-Supremacy about Meta’s MSL announcement).

Industry News:

o OpenAl’s rumored video/gen code name Sora was
discussed.

o TechCrunch’s piece on Windsurf (an Al code assistant
startup) being acquired by Google was seen (Luv
shared a TC link on July 11). Windsurf was also
mentioned as an alternative to Claude or Cursor.

o LiquidAl's blog on “foundation models v2” was linked by
Nikhil (LiquidAl is Oz’s startup building large models).

o Smaller news: new releases (Al Office by Intel,
Perplexity browser) and tools (Grog’s first compound Al)
surfaced in links.

o Some fun stats: “Global Al ranking” graph was posted
by Abdullah (image omitted). And apps like CrewAl (a
crew-assisting Al) were queried on.

Debates and Philosophical Topics

LLM Understanding vs Brute Force — A recurring theme was
whether LLMs truly “understand” or just mimic. In one thread,
members argued about Al “understanding” versus “illusion of
thinking” (citing a blog “lllusion of the lllusion of Thinking”). They
noted cases where GPT confidently hallucinates or gets literal
(the Atari chess fiasco). N said issues like an Al trying to



sabotage its shutdown (referring to a story about GPT-4) are
both interpretability and safety concerns.

Al Safety and Ethics — Many posts grappled with safety. Isham
opened an “Al Safety” event (Lightning Talks) and Dhivya Raj, a
psychologist, stressed that Al companionship (someone chats
daily with ChatGPT) can be a “scary phenomenon” . Fatma
agreed, calling uncritical use of ChatGPT one of the era’s
scariest trends. The chat also touched on data privacy
(BinHarby warned people leak sensitive work to Al daily), and
industry regulations vs company policies (Abdul said waiting for
regs is a losing game).

Agency and Autonomy — A notable debate: what if Al agents act
on their own? Abdullah J noted “huge societal impacts if models
start communicating independently.” Another discussed how
we’d quantify or control agentic Als. The example of an OpenAl
model “sabotaging its shutdown” was cited as real cause for
concern .

Epistemology of Al — Gaurav and others often quipped about
“context engineering” and LLM biases. Isham joked he’d meme
“Context Engineering” soon. There was talk of how embedding
rules, GitHub portfolios, or actual code matter more than flashy
LLM demos. Even posts on hiring and skills (like one titled
“AlForgood safetytech”) fed into the idea that human expertise
still rules.

Technical Philosophy — At a deeper level, some members
discussed how LLM capabilities arise. Was it just scale (“bitter
lesson”), or something new? Nikhil referenced R. Sutton’s
“Bitter Lesson” (learning from raw compute). Others pondered
whether “chain-of-thought” proofs mean real reasoning. Isham
insisted on focusing on productive Al topics, not just the hype.



Regulation & Society — Abdul noted that tougher Al usage
policies at companies could help, but is “a can of worms.” The
overall vibe: approach Al pragmatically but stay aware of
pitfalls. Riva joked about writing a Barbie movie script to test
LLMs (from a previous chat on model hallucinations).

Funny, Relatable, or Cultural Moments

Retro Al Glory: The chat found humor in “old tech beating new
Al.” Zeeshan’s post about Atari defeating ChatGPT got laughs
(“humanity will be okay ©2”, Nikhil cracked “R Sutton will always
disagree " linking the Bitter Lesson). It became a
light-hearted reminder that brute-force algorithms still have a
place.

Emoji & Stickers Galore: The community peppered messages
with emojis and memes. Nai “love[d] the posh HuggingFace
emoji &,” and Isham jokingly pointed out the wrong sticker
choice (“This is not the correct sticker tho 2”). Sticker and GIF
omissions were frequent (the chat format hid them, but
members joked about who was “fried” or “cooked” when kicked
out).

Al Humor & Jokes: There were groaners and memes: e.g.
Abdullah calling Apple’s Al “Liquid Glass “*,” Fais laughing at
“the junior is the new senior £,” or complaints about job
applicants saying “NDA can’t show code on GitHub” (Fazalullah
rolled eyes at that common excuse). A parody project that won
2nd place at a hackathon got a shout-out and GIF. And Amal
posted a voice message on Ollama about poem generation that
made folks laugh.

Cultural Quips: Sometimes the chat turned real-world: someone
lamented how 95% of job applicants “are unqualified,” which led



to a discussion on hiring woes. Another user joked about
printing being timeless (“some inventions are timeless & ”). The
office memo style (Clipboard vs CV vs resume pages) had
members sharing nostalgic gripes (“l was bullied into a 1-page
CVin college &").

e Tech Nostalgia: Several reminisced about “back in the day” dev
work. Fazalullah recounted debugging Hong Kong telco
networks in the 2000s. Gaurav & Nikhil reminisced about using
vim and print statements on Linux servers (Nikhil's guru was the
Linux kernel’s creator — “the only Linux Foundation employees
are Linus and Greg #2"). These anecdotes bonded the group
over shared “war stories.”

e Friendly Ribbing: New members were welcomed with playful
exaggeration (“You joined the best Al community in the world!”)
and nicknames. When someone asked about buying GPUs on
eBay for an LLM server, BinHarby cheekily replied “Or get a
Mac Studio.” Light teasing over CV length (“one-page is only for
juniors? & ") kept things lively. Overall, the tone was nerdy and
fun, reflecting a close-knit, enthusiastic community.

Overall, the CodersHQ chat blended cutting-edge Al talk with
camaraderie. From sharing tool tips (GeoChat, Claude Code) to
hashing out Al's future, members kept it accessible to beginners while
still diving into deep tech. Job posts and event invites showed a
supportive ecosystem, while the jokes and friendly banter revealed the
human side of an Al community.



	CodersHQ AI/ML Chat Highlights 
	Trending AI Tools and Platforms 
	Technical Advice and ML Tips 
	Jobs and Opportunities 
	Events and Community Engagements 
	Research and News Highlights 
	Debates and Philosophical Topics 
	Funny, Relatable, or Cultural Moments 


